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UM hosts send-off
for Maine National
Guard company
thanked everyone who supported him and the soldiers
he commands. Bosse earned a
history degree at UMaine and
Student Life
graduated from the university’s
ROTC program.
Friends and family of the
“They are superbly equipped
Maine National Guard and state and superbly trained,” Libby
officials packed the University said.
of Maine Collins Center for the
Libby said Maine’s National
Arts Monday for a ceremony to Guard is “blessed” by resources
bid farewell to the members of that Snowe and Collins helped
the Brewer-based Bravo Com- make available to its members.
pany, 3rd Battalion, 172nd In- He said it is his duty to provide
fantry before they head out of for the soldiers of Bravo ComMaine to finish their training pany and even offered his home
and leave for Afghanistan next phone number to the audience,
year.
encouraging them to call him
Bravo Company is scheduled if they have concerns or sugto leave for Indiana after a holi- gestions to help their friends or
day break, where its members family who serve.
will
comL i b b y
plete four to
said Bravo
six weeks of
“We will welcome
C o m p a n y ’s
training. Afmission
is
you
back
here
to
this
terward, they
“easy” besoil very soon.”
will head to
cause of the
Afghanistan.
quality of its
M o n d a y ’s
Robert Dana soldiers.
ceremony in“The job
Dean of Students
cluded Govthat’s diffiernor John
cult is the job
Baldacci, Maj. Gen. John W. that’s left behind,” Libby said.
Libby and representatives from
Bosse, in reference to Tom
Maine’s two senators — Olym- Brokaw’s novel — “The Greatpia Snowe and Susan Collins. est Generation” — said, “I wonUMaine President Robert Ken- der what Mr. Brokaw will say
nedy was unable to attend.
about us” in the future.
“We are pleased, and I might
“The greatest of this gensay proud, to host you here at eration are the soldiers and mathe Collins Center for the Arts,” rines,” Bosse said.
said Dean of Students Robert
Baldacci told Bravo ComDana. “We develop here lead- pany its members “reflect the
ers and create knowledge, and values with which” they were
it is because of you that we can raised and that “we will eagerly
do that.”
await your return.”
“We will welcome you back
“We will continue to support
here to this soil very soon,” you, your efforts,” Baldacci
Dana said.
said.
The 172nd Infantry, which
“Bravo Company … when
includes other New England- you find yourself on the battlebased companies, has not yet field with bayonets fixed, remade its departure date public. member this: Our history as
Baldacci and Libby also of- Mainers tells us without hesitafered words of praise and told tion we’ll give ’em cold steel,”
the soldiers and their families Bosse said.
they collectively represent
The Maine National Guard
the best of Maine. Capt. Paul has deployed more than 2,300
Bosse, the leader of Bravo soldiers to the Middle East since
Company, shed tears as he 2001. Nine have died.

By Dylan Riley
News Editor

Amy Brooks • Photo Editor

After being sworn in as vice president, Nyssa Gatcombe swears in Brian Harris as president. Both Gatcombe and Harris swore to uphold
the constitution of Student Government Inc. and to faithfully discharge the office in which they each have entered into while representing
the undergraduate student body.

Student Entertainment VP
Mehdizadegan removed
By Mario Moretto
Opinion Editor

Student Senate
During an executive session
of the General Student Senate
on Tuesday, Abtin Mehdizadegan was not reappointed as
vice president of Student Entertainment, a position he had
held since spring.
Eleven senators who voted
against Mehdizadegan and
seven who abstained prevented senate from having the twothirds majority necessary for
appointing executives. Seventeen senators voted to keep
Mehdizadegan in his seat.
Concerns of Mehdizadegan’s
professionalism were raised,
which caused more debate
over whether the quality was
necessary to hold the post.

Because Sen. Nate Wildes called for an executive
session, reporters were not
allowed inside to record deliberations. Several senators
and members of the executive
council spoke with The Maine
Campus on Wednesday.
“Quite simply, he was not
professional in anything he
did,” Wildes said. “Myself as
well as many others — senators, executives and constituents — have had enormous
difficulty and a number of
complaints regarding working
with Abtin.”
Despite Mehdizadegan’s
success in the position, Wildes cited examples of the lack
of “a basic level of professionalism.”
“Myself as well as many
others — senators, executives and constituents — have
had enormous difficulty and

Snow ends classes
early Wednesday

leave campus. Services across
campus posted their shortened
hours. Perhaps most notably, almost all dining venues closed by
Student Life
7 p.m., except for Hilltop Market,
which closed at 9:30 p.m.
Few departments stayed open
While some songs might talk
of traveling in inclement weather through their normal hours. Fogler Library, the
as “walking in a
Recrewinter wonder“We average two or Student
ation and Fitland,” it’s a serithree incidents per
ness Center and
ous deal for stuMaine Bound
dents and staff
year where classes
remained open
at the University
are cancelled for a
for business, alof Maine.
though classes
All classes
period of time.”
and other proafter 1 p.m.
grams scheduled
were cancelled
Joe Carr after 1 p.m. at
We d n e s d a y.
Director the Rec Center
Students shufUniversity
Relations
were canceled.
fled
through
A group of
falling snow to
sheltered hangouts or to brush off six to 10 administrators from
their cars and head home. Em- Academic Affairs, Facilities Manployees not designated as essen- agement, University Relations,
tial by their department’s Snow
See Snow on A4
Day Staffing Plan were asked to

By Lisa Haberzettl
Assistant News Editor

a number of complaints regarding working with Abtin.,”
Wildes said. “Abtin did a very
good job selling tickets. I’m
not arguing against the fact
that he did a successful job
selling shows, because he did.
… In my mind, that’s only part
of the job of VPSE.”
The problems he cited included
unapproachability,
rudeness, unavailability during office hours and misuse of
student activity funds.
“He had printed cards that
said ‘James Lyons’ virginity
card’ or something like that,”
Sen. Ryan Gavin said. “He
had those printed with Student
Government money.”
Mehdizadegan claims the
cards were printed while he
was “in and out of the office”
by one of his brothers in Senior Skulls Society.
“One of my Skulls brothers

… went in there and goofed
around and made some ‘James
Lyons virginity cards.’ Inappropriate? Yeah. Funny? Yeah,
absolutely. James thought it
was funny, he had no issue
with it and knew the Skulls
brother who made it,” Mehdizadegan said. “I think people
saw that it came out of my office and assumed that it was
my fault. It was all a big joke
in good fun, and was blown
way out of proportion”
“As far as I know, he printed them,” Ryan said. “Maybe
he didn’t place the order,
maybe he didn’t print them,
but it came from the VPSE office and he’s the VPSE. … He
had oversight on it. Who cares
who hit the ‘print’ button?”
“Some people didn’t like
his sense of humor, the way
See VPSE on A4

Negotiations on part-time
faculty union contract stall
By Dylan Riley
News Editor

Administration
After more than seven months,
the University of Maine System’s
part-time faculty union, known
as PATFA, is awaiting word from
the administration on the continued negotiations of next year’s
contract, which is currently stuck
in limbo.
PATFA began negotiations in
May, and progress was steady on
a few minor clarifications to the
contract, but even after it expired
June 31 a new agreement has yet
to emerge between the administration and the part-time faculty.
The contract was not extended,
as the full-time faculty’s was
until Dec. 31, but instead will
remain in place until both parties
agree on a new one.

Terry Crouch, a UMaine
English lecturer and the Orono
PATFA representative, said the
negotiations have been “really
stonewalling.” He said the administration wants to reduce the
retirement benefits for part-time
faculty members who qualify and
provide no cost-of-living increase
to the pay of all part-timers.
Richard Burke, professor at the
University of Maine at Farmington and the president of PATFA,
said the system administration
should take more advantage of
part-time faculty members, who
cost less than full-time professors
and often shoulder a large portion
of universities’ academics.
“They actually get paid less
on a per-course basis, but fulltime faculty do have other obligations like committee work and
research and things like that,”
Burke said. “So even after you
adjust for that, even after you

take out that portion of their pay
that you might find to that kind of
work, and you’re just comparing
pay in the classroom per credit
between a full-timer and a parttimer — a lot of part-timers are
getting paid around 50 percent of
what the full-time person’s getting paid.”
Tracy Bigney, the chief human resources and organizational
development officer at the system
office, said comparisons between
full-time and part-time faculty
are difficult because of the difference in their responsibilities.
“It’s just a very different situation for a full-time faculty member,” Bigney said.
Part-time faculty are hired as a
one of three categories of lecturers: lecturers I, II or III. Currently,
a part-time lecturer II at the University of Maine System makes
at least $1,029 per credit hour. A
part-time lecturer II hired to teach

three classes a semester would
make a minimum of $18,522
per year. That same teacher — if
eligible for health insurance
— would also pay, on average,
40 percent of his or her premium,
which depends on what kind of
plan they have. Crouch estimated
a typical part-time faculty member would make about $15,000
each year without benefits.
The minimum salary of a
full-time assistant professor is
currently $43,602 per year and
$49,716 for associate professors, both of whom pay about 12
percent of their health insurance
premium.
“We are in a very difficult financial time. It’s not a time when
we can talk about improving pay,”
Bigney said. “Part-time faculty
play a really valuable role, many
of them teach one course or perSee Faculty on A2

Inside
Police Beat ............ A4
Diversions ............. A5
Opinion ................ A6
Style & Culture ..... B1
Sports .................... B6

Opinion - A6
Darwin,
materialism,
and holiday blues
The University of Maine student newspaper since 1875

Sports - B6
Indoor track and
field begins season
on Friday

A2

Thursday, December 10, 2009

Word of Mouth
Are you doing anything special
for the snow day?
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GSS votes down VPSE reappointment,
contends with funding for Quebec trip
By Maddy Glover
Staff Reporter

Student Senate

This is definitely a hot
cocoa night.

Brian Ray
Sophomore
English

I get thrown in snow
banks a lot.

Linda Gaudreau
Sophomore
Education

We’re making
Jell-O shots.
Josiah Benjamin
Senior
Psychology

Snow war.

Lauren Thornbrough
Sophomore
Communications

The General Student Senate’s
final 2009 meeting included the
resignation of one senator, the
removal of the vice president of
student entertainment and the
swearing in of next year’s executive members.
Sen. James Lyons resigned
during the Dec. 8 meeting, and
senate chose 17-11 with seven abstentions not to re-appoint Abtin
Mehdizadegan as the vice president of student entertainment.
Senate re-appointed Vice President of Student Organizations
Samantha Shulman — 30-22
with two abstentions — and Vice
President of Financial Affairs
Justine Labonte — unanimously
— to their positions for spring
2010. Student Government will
seek applicants to fill the VPSE
position.
Senate discussed and approved
three resolutions to amend the
student organization committee
vice president and assistant vice
president job descriptions, as well
as the University of Maine Student Government constitution.
Shulman said the changes
make the VPSO job description
reflect her duties, which it previously did not. She said the SG
constitution contains no mention
of the Student Organization Committee, and she wanted that to
change. After senate approved the
resolution amending the VPSO
job description, Sen. Ryan Gavin
expressed concern about the constitutional amendment.
“I don’t think it should be
passed tonight just because we

Faculty

from Page A1
We had a mountain
expedition.

Robert P. Collins
Junior
Mechanical engineering

Nope. Pretty sure I’ve
been at the library
all day.

Sarah Bassett
Sophomore
Social work

of them teach one course or perhaps two courses … but that’s not
uniformly the case.”
Crouch said he teaches three
classes each semester and his
salary is about half of a full-time
faculty member’s. He said a professor teaching seven classes each
year would have a comparable
academic workload to him and
still cost the universities more,
despite the extra non-academic
workload he wouldn’t share. He
thinks the administration should
capitalize on the lesser pay of
part-time teachers to keep academic staffs at universities full
and save money.
Bigney disagreed and said
money isn’t the sole issue. The
universities have to consider such
issues as which classes students

passed the job description for the
VPSO. This is changing the constitution, … changing the document that governs us. It’s a gray
area,” Gavin said.
Shulman sponsored revisions
to the job descriptions of both
the VPSO and assistant VPSO.
Thanks to the passage of the
resolution, the VPSO is no longer
required to know when student
organizations hold elections —
dozens of which are held every
year. Shulman said past VPSOs
never knew when such elections
were being held. The resolution
also changed the job description

to include consistent updating of
student organization paperwork
and the supervision of the newly
appointed assistant VPSO.
Sens. Gavin and Zachary
Jackman disapproved of changing the VPSO job description to
fit reality.
“What’s the point of having a
job description?” Jackman asked.
“The position does not get to pick
and choose. If you’re going to go
ahead and change your own job
description … it is a dangerous
practice.”
Shulman said a reworded job
description will help the VPSO
understand his or her duties better. All three resolutions were approved.
After debate regarding ethical and cultural considerations,

cohol no matter what country
they’re in.
He argued a minority of students attending the trip solely to
consume alcohol should not deter
senators from voting in favor of
the allocation.
Jackman disagreed, saying that
funding the Quebec trip would be
an irresponsible use of the student
activity fee.
“Why are we even debating it?
We’re debating it for 7,500 pretty
good reasons. … I’m not comfortable [funding the trip]. I’m
here right now to vote against it
to set the precedent for the future.
Take this seriously; you’re spending other people’s money,” Jackman said of students participating
in order to consume alcohol.
Sen. Mary Emmi, who will

attend the Quebec trip this year,
disapproved of the hesitation
toward funding the trip and offered her own experience from
past trips.
“Students drink on this trip.
They can if they want to,” Emmi
said. She emphasized the importance of the cultural and world
views supported by the Quebec
trip. “I went on the Quebec trip
last year. It was the first and only
time I have ever left the country.
UMaine provided that opportunity for me.”
Emmi said she purchased a
passport specifically for the upcoming Quebec trip.
After senate approved the Quebec trip funding, Sen. Alex Ortiz
motioned to introduce a resolution
to send Angel Loredo a message
of consolation concerning his layoff as associate dean of students.
Ortiz has collected approximately
207 signatures and will mail the
resolution and petition to Loredo.
Sarah Howard was appointed
and confirmed as the newest senator. Sen. Peter Christopher expressed his gratitude to other senators for his year of participation
in GSS — it was his last meeting.
The Anthropomorphics Club
received preliminary recognition,
while the Maine Music Organization achieved final recogniton.
Other allocations include
$2,400 to the Alpine Ski Club,
$1,400 to Athletic Training Student Organiztion, $822 to the Cycling Club and $500 to women’s
lacrosse.
Some senators said their
farewells as they left their position because of the impending
end of the semester. Executive
Student Government inaugurations took place Dec. 9 in the
Wade Center.

need and class size.
“It’s not just an economic issue whether we should hire more
or less part-timers,” Bigney said.
The university system currently employs 780 part-time faculty this semester. Almost twice
as many are employed on a sporadic basis each year.
“We’re arguing for increased
pay for our members, but lurking beneath that is this fact that
there’s a gross inequity in how
people are compensated for similar work,” Burke said. “After all
these years, the system doesn’t
want to recognize that there are
equity issues.”
Burke said the most obvious roadblock of negotiations is
money.
“They spend a lot of time with
full-time faculty and they sort of
let part-time faculty issues slide,”
Burke said. “It’s not like the people involved with labor relations

or the system head in general
are particularly hostile, they just
haven’t wanted to deal with these
things.”
“It’s certainly a fact that they
have tough money problems
— to some degree, brought on
by themselves — but that doesn’t
change the fact that they’ve never
wanted to address” the pay difference between part-time and
full-time faculty, Burke said.
Burke explained the reason
he felt the system brought its financial problems on itself is because of its size. He said the size
and population of Maine make a
seven-campus system financially
impractical.
“I don’t blame people for
avoiding dealing with it, but
that’s where we are,” Burke said.
Neither Burke, Crouch nor
Bigney know the exact date
when negotiations will continue.
The union is waiting to hear back

from the administration on a proposal to amend benefit eligibility
and costs, which Bigney said the
system will be ready to return to
“in the near future.”
In an e-mail, Crouch stated he
felt the part-time faculty are “invisible.” Professor Judy KuhnsHastings, president of UMaine’s
Faculty Senate, said she was unaware part-time faculty even had
their own union.
“PATFA is not asking for
outrageous concessions, just
the most basic protections. That
doesn’t seem like too much to
ask from an enlightened university,” Crouch said.
Crouch said he has taught as
a part-time faculty member for
about 20 years and can’t afford to
retire. He said PATFA is “in solidarity” with the administration
and wants to work with it to find
ways to make the system work
more efficiently.

“Take this seriously; you’re
spending other people’s money.”
Zachary Jackman
Student Senator
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We had to turn down
a snowball fight.

Dan Fournier
Sophomore
International affairs

We got cupcakes and
we’re going to make
snow angels.

Emma Atherton
Junior
Psychology

Study more.

Chris McGary
Sophomore
Biology

senators voted to allocate
$7,500 to Residents on Campus
for transportation for their annual Quebec Trip.
Sen. Timothy Smith supported
the allocation, but for simpler reasons than other senators.
“[We] touched upon the fact
that a few people go solely to
drink alcohol. Quebec is a cultural epicenter of North America,”
Smith said. He defended the trip’s
cultural importance but reminded
senators that “this is a college
campus, let’s be honest, illegally,
it’s not that hard” to get alcohol,
and that students will drink al-
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Drinking a lot of hot
chocolate and listening
to Christmas music.

Erin Thomas
Sophomore
Journalism
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Book buyback underdog returns to UM
New Web site provides students a place to buy and sell textbooks
Everyone could use a little extra
cash around the holiday season, and
no one could use this little bonus
more than college students. Textbook buyback grants this opportunity to many students at the
University of Maine.
The process seems simple
enough, but the route students can
take is varied, and more
options become available every semester.
The newest of these
options was introduced to
the scene in late November when
UMaine graduates Steve Milligan
and Jasper Turcotte re-launched a
Web site that had caused Milligan
some controversy in 2002, when he
was still a student at the university.
Umundercutters.com is a Web
site which allows students at
UMaine to buy and sell books from
each other, as opposed to the Bookstore or other wholesale retailers.
Milligan started it as a class
project in 2002 after
he had a bad experience selling his
books back to the
Bookstore.
“The Bookstore had a
fit about it,” Milligan said.
They tried
to shut
it down,
but because it
was for a
class the
Web site remained active until
2004 when Milligan graduated.
“No one had done anything
in the meantime. The need is still
there,” Milligan said.
Recently, Milligan
and
Turcotte
started
their
own company,
Phenix New Media, and work out

of Farmington. Undercutters has
been their flagship project.
“We’re trying to make it a permanent fixture,” Milligan said. “We
made a new and improved version
of the Web site. It’s a lot more sophisticated. … We’re still considering the Web site in a prototype
stage.”
Milligan dedicated the launch of
the site to UMaine but hopes that
if it succeeds, it will be available
to other University of Maine campuses and eventually nationwide.
Each site will be individualized according to the campus it correlates
with.
“We’re trying to keep it very local,” Milligan said.

[students] come out the door, so
they don’t have to trudge over here
[to the Bookstore],” Lynch said.
The Bookstore will also offer
a 5 percent bonus on buybacks if
students put the money on a MaineCard under Bookstore bucks. These
funds can be used anywhere in the
Bookstore.
“We’re always trying to do
something new and innovative every year,” Lynch said.
Dean Graham, manager of The
College Store in Orono, agreed that
online sellers are hard to compete
with.
“Bookstores cannot compete
with an individual selling a book,”
Graham said.

“We’re not trying to replace the
campus bookstore; we’re trying to
give students another option.”
Steve Milligan
Co-founder of UMundercutters.com
He said the benefits of using the
site include cheaper prices, no shipping charges and being able to get
textbooks instantly on campus.
These are all tactics the University Bookstore are aware of as
well.
“Online is always a threat,” said
Minya Lynch, textbook associate
for the Bookstore. “We are very
competitive with online sellers.”
But Bookstore associates have
some tactics of their own. This year
they are offering a plethora of new
services. They will offer mobile
buybacks at York Commons Dec.
15 and Hilltop Commons Dec. 16,
both from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. They
will also offer buyback trailers between Neville Hall and Donald P.
Corbett Hall and between Little
Hall and Boardman Hall throughout the week of finals.
“We’ll be right there when they

Graham had doubts about online
sellers as well though; “It’s just not
consistent,” he said. “When you’re
selling books, you have to have a
customer out there that wants it.”
The College Store is competing
in the market by offering deals to
students in the area as well. The
store has mailed scratch tickets to
area residents, offering a chance
for additional discounts if they are
winners. Graham will also offer a
chance to spin a wheel in the store
for a chance to win an iPhone and
other, smaller prizes.
Even with discounts and advantages, Milligan finds the bookstore’s
use of national wholesalers is not
beneficial to students. Milligan said
that with this system, bookstores
are driven by the price the national
market sets.
“With Undercutters, the book
is worth whatever someone else is

willing to pay for it,” he said. “We
don’t have quota, we don’t have
national demands. It’s driven by students.”
And the more students the better.
The more students who use the site,
the more books are available for
purchase.
When students sign up as
members of the Web site, they
get one free credit to advertise the
first book they want to sell.
After the initial post, they
are charged $1 per book
posted. Students may purchase books without additional fees from the site.
Users are also
offered three credits for signing up
a friend and a free
advertisement for
campus events on the
Web site. Users can
also post a wish
list of books they
will need for the
next semester. If
any of these books
become available on
the site, the user will
be alerted.
“Right now,
the biggest hurdle
we face is getting the
word out to students
on campus,” Milligan
said.
Currently, there
are 145 fans of Undercutters on their
Facebook page but
only eight members on
the Web site.
“We’re still feeling our
way around as far as advertising,” Milligan said.
Milligan has high hopes though
— his project worked once, he has
faith it will again.
“We’re not trying to replace the
campus bookstore; we’re trying to
give students another option,” Milligan said.

Photo illustration by Alicia Mullins, Design Editor

By Rhiannon Sawtelle
Features Editor
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Police
Beat

Morgan Barnes, Matthew
Barrett, all 18, and Benjamin
McDonough, 19, were issued
summons for possession of liquor by a minor.
Frat signs with short life
spans

The best from Orono, Old
Town and UMaine’s finest

Two beers lead to six charges
A resident assistant of Knox
Hall called police to report
suspicion of underage drinking after she saw a female
walk into a first-floor room
with two beers at 11:15 p.m.
Dec. 5. When officers arrived,
two RAs were speaking with
the room occupants. Resident

Snow

from Page A1
the Hutchinson Center in Belfast
and Fogler Library is in charge of
recommending snow day decisions to UMaine President Robert
Kennedy. According to Director
of University Relations Joe Carr,
who relays the recommendation
to Kennedy, the president usually
agrees with the group decision,
although he has modified it in the
past.
The group takes multiple factors into consideration when
making their decision, according to Carr — primarily the university’s ability to keep campus
roadways clear. If, for instance, it
starts snowing at 4 a.m., Facilities
Management will most likely not
be able to keep up with the snow
accumulation, and classes will
be cancelled for the full day. It is
more likely classes will be cancelled for part of the day, as they
were Wednesday.
“We average two or three incidents per year where classes are
cancelled for a period of time,”
Carr said on the frequency of
snow-related cancellations.
Finals are a major consideration
when making a decision on snow
days. According to Carr, although
it has snowed heavily during finals
before, finals have never been cancelled for snow. This is because it
is impossible to reschedule finals.

VPSE

from Page A1
he dealt with other people,”
said incoming vice president of Student Government
Nyssa Gatcombe. “He’s a
big jokester and likes to pull
pranks. They didn’t feel it was
appropriate.”
Sen. Joseph Nabozny, assistant VPSE, voted to reappoint Mehdizadegan. He said
that while a reprimand for a
lack of professionalism may
have been called for, ousting
Mehdizadegan was not.
“I don’t think he was perilously unprofessional. I don’t
think he realized that so many
senators felt that he had been
unprofessional lately. That’s
kind of what frustrated me, is
that they didn’t let him know
until he was yanked out of office,” Nabozny said.
Sen. Mary Emmi also voted
to keep Mehdizadegan on.
“I voted to have him stay
because I think he’s done a
good job at his job,” Emmi
said. “Some people brought
up other issues about his professionalism and I felt like he
did a good job as VPSE so we
should keep him on for that.”
During the course of debate, Emmi asked whether any
formal complaints had been
lodged against Mehdizadegan.
Sen. Pardis Delijani indicated
that she had brought one.
According to reports from
Delijani and Mehdizadegan,
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Aaron Pires, 20, indicated
there was alcohol in the room
but said he had not been drinking. Officers found a beer pong
table set up in the middle of the
room and several red plastic
cups filled with beer. Pires was
issued a summons for furnishing a place for minors to consume alcohol. Room occupants
Richard Paradis, Casey Parker,

The new Phi Gamma Delta fraternity sign was stolen
sometime between 9 p.m. Dec.
5 and 2 p.m. Dec. 6. The sign
was recently purchased and installed for $1,600. The house
is offering a reward to anyone
with information that leads to
the recovery of the sign. Information can be sent to Public
Safety Detective Chris Gardner
at 581-4048.
Rolling around Hilltop
A student left his unlocked

’93 Toyota Tercel in the Hilltop Parking Lot at 12:30
a.m. Dec. 5 and returned at
8:25 p.m. Dec. 6 to find the
vehicle had been moved to
another parking space. The
student called Public Safety to investigate the issue
and discovered his vehicle
had rolled out of its parking
space earlier in the day and
police had pushed it into a
new parking space. In addition, the student reported his
Maglite police-style flashlight was missing from the
vehicle. The flashlight is valued at $50. The case is under
investigation.
Theta treasure theft
The treasurer of Theta Chi
fraternity reported a burglary
of $430 cash from his first-floor

room at 1:46 p.m. Dec. 3. The
burglary occurred sometime
between 11 p.m. Nov. 30 and
5 a.m. Dec. 2. The money was
a resident’s rent payment. The
matter is under investigation.

large group of students outside throwing snowballs at
the building. The group dispersed as officers arrived on
the scene. No damage was
reported.

Why are they called lockers?

Sticker stealer

A student’s belongings
were stolen from an unlocked locker at the Student
Recreation and Fitness Center sometime between 1 and
2:15 p.m. Dec. 6. The stolen
items are a hooded sweatshirt
with a white zero printed on
the front, keys to a Jeep and
the student’s MaineCard. The
case is under investigation.

A student parked her Mazda Sedan in the Estabrooke
Parking Lot at 9:45 p.m. Dec.
3 and returned at 2:40 p.m.
Dec. 4 to find two Phi Mu sorority stickers had been stolen from her vehicle’s windows. She promptly reported
the theft to Public Safety. The
estimated total value of the
stickers is $10.

Snowball call
An Androscoggin Hall
RA called police to report a

Compiled by
Aislinn Sarnacki
For The Maine Campus

“We try to weigh in on all considerations,” Carr said.
According to Steven Weinberger, assistant vice president
for Human Resources, university
employees — both salaried and
hourly — are paid for administrative leaves, such as snow days.
Employees demonstrated their
willingness and ability to work
but were unable to because of circumstances beyond their control,
and “in recognition of that, they
receive their regular pay,” Weinberger said.
While UMaine does not keep
official records of past snow
days, students who subscribe to
umaine.txt’s RSS feed will have
access to past feed announcements
about snow day cancellations. According to Paul Nickerson, a senior
computer science student who has
subscribed to the RSS feed since
August 2007, there were five days
last winter when classes were cancelled due to snow.
Students can check for snow
day cancellations in a variety of ways — by calling 581SNOW; checking umaine.edu;
checking UMaine news’ Twitter or Facebook pages; checking
umaine.txt’s RSS feed or signing
up for text alerts; or listening to
local TV or radio broadcasts. Carr
recommends students use university-based sources, because they
are updated more frequently and
are often more accurate than information provided by local media.

The University Facilities Management team was out in full force during the snow storm Dec. 9. Pick-up trucks, dump trucks and tractors
were used to keep the campus roads and parking lots clear.

the cause of the complaint occurred shortly after Delijani
had joined six other senators in
walking out of a special meeting of GSS to discuss a complaint filed by Mehdizadegan.
Delijani entered Mehdizadegan’s office, a confrontation
ensued and Delijani left.
“He said ‘Shame on you.
Get out of my office,’” Delijani said. Mehdizadegan says
he never told the senator to
leave his office, and that he and
Delijani had made amends.
“He did apologize to me

failure to keep office hours
and a “poor and condescending attitude towards senators.”
Senators Tuesday made similar complaints about Mehdizadegan.
“I think I did a really good
job building relationships,”
Mehdizadegan said. “I can assume some of [the decision to
remove me] was personal, and
the rest of it from what I’ve
been able to gather was a bit of
misinformation — that I’d be
unwilling to meet with certain
groups or run certain bands.

Amy Brooks • Photo Editor

“He’s always been a somewhat
controversial figure on campus.”
James Lyons
Former Senator
about it,” Delijani said. “However I still felt that no executive should be saying something like that to a senator, or
a friend or anything like that. I
find it very inappropriate.”
According to James Lyons,
who resigned from his senate
seat Tuesday, Mehdizadegan
“has always been a somewhat
controversial figure on this
campus.”
In 2007, former president
Bill Pomerleau resigned from
office after Mehdizadegan circulated a petition and gathered
the five percent necessary for
a recall. The petition cited

… People said I wouldn’t
bring The Roots which I was
trying to do.”
“It was something I honestly didn’t expect. I think I did
my job really well, and I think
the senate and the new administration has a few challenges
ahead of them.”
Mehdizadegan doesn’t plan
to run for a senate seat again,
but does plan to assist the next
VPSE by giving “a little guidance from the sidelines.” He
defended his perceived lack
of professionalism in terms
of keeping a relaxed attitude
around the office.

“I look at it as a kind of
fun, hanging-out office. And
I think that as long as you
keep a balance, that’s the way
it should be as long as we’re
getting work done,” Mehdizadegan said. “I don’t think
there’s anything wrong with
that.”
One of the things the former VPSE said was a concern
to some senators was the nickname his office earned: “the
man cave.”
“We turned the lights off,
listened to music. More after hours, and we’d get more
work done, listen to music.
It’d be nice. We wouldn’t not
let anyone in,” Mehdizadegan
said.
“We’d still work there and
it would be a fun little area. It
was kind of like a Bull Moose
vibe to it. I think people said
‘It’s not professional, it’s not
professional,’ but I just say,
you know, we’re not the U.S.
Senate. We are Student Government. We’re on a college
campus. We just take ourselves too seriously.
“As long as we’re getting
the job done — and I don’t
think anyone disagreed last
night that I do a damn good
job and I did — And as long
as that’s getting done, I think
that’s fair,” Mehdizadegan
said.
The new Student Government president, Brian Harris,
said that an application process will be used to choose the
next VPSE.

Visit us on the Web for news updates
over winter break at

mainecampus.com

Lyons leaves GSS
News Brief
James Lyons, a long-time
student senator and one-time
president of the student body,
resigned from General Student Senate on Tuesday, citing
issues with workload.
Lyons, a fourth-year student
from Yarmouth, was involved
with Student Government for
three years. He started off as
a senator before being elected
vice president. When Steve
Moran resigned as president
of Student Government, Lyons took over for three months
until the term ran out.
Lyons said Wednesday his
resignation had been planned
for a while.

“I’m working on two capstone projects and trying to
graduate,” Lyons said.
“You hit a point where
you’ve done it for a long
time,” Lyons said. “I think
I’ve given all I can to SG in
terms of time as well as passing on knowledge. I think it’s
in a good place now.”
Lyons delivered his resignation during recess at an executive session of the General
Student Senate to then-Vice
President Ross Wolland.
“As a co-senator his input
on parliamentary procedure
will be missed,” said Nate
Wildes, a sophomore senator.
“He was well versed in that —
his opinion will be missed. Of
course, it’s part of the cycle.”
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Cat and Girl

Crossword Puzzle

Dinosaur Comics

Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com. Used with permission.

By Dorothy Gambrell

By Ryan North

Answer key in Sports

Sudoku Puzzle
• Each row must have
numbers 1 - 9 in any order
but each digit can only
appear once.
• Each column must have
numbers 1 - 9 in any order
but each digit can only
appear once.
• Each 3x3 box must have
numbers 1 - 9 in any order
but each digit can only
appear once.
There is only one
correct answer.
Difficulty level: Hard

Christmas Theme
ANGEL
BELLS
BETHLEHEM
CANDLES
CANDY CANE
CAROLS
DECORATIONS
EGGNOG
FAMILY
FRANKINCENSE
FRIENDS
FRUITCAKE
GABRIEL
GIFTS
GOLD
GREETING
CARDS
HOLLY
ICICLES
JESUS
JOSEPH

LIGHTS
MANGER
MARY
MISTLETOE
MYRRH
ORNAMENTS
POINSETTIA
SANTA
SHEPHERDS
SKATES
SLEIGH
SNOWFLAKES
SNOWMAN
STABLE
STAR
STOCKING
THREE WISE
MEN
TOBOGGAN
TOYS
TREE
WREATH

Find and circle all of the
Christmas words that are
hidden in the grid.
The remaining letters spell
a secret message.

Word Search

Word search courtesy of puzzles.ca

33- Able to
36- Consumer
37- Ruffle
38- Spanish snack
39- Night spot
40- Old Nick
41- Stopwatch-holder
42- Bird that gets you
down
43- Deception
44- Throw loosely about
47- Brit’s half-note
48- 200 milligrams
49- Toil
50- Fiddle stick
53- Former village in
S Egypt
56- Concert venue
58- Yank’s foe
59- Nymph presiding
over rivers
60- Less common
61- Brother’s title
62- Devout
63- Coup ___

• • • • • • • • Horoscopes • • •

Across
1- Classy pancake
6- Three-masted
ship of the
Mediterranean
11- Flight
14- Draw a bead on
15- Cleave in two
16- ___ Darya (Asian
river)
17- Land’s end?
18- Occurring every
eight years
20- Gumshoe
21- 20th letter of the
Hebrew alphabet
23- Rich cake
24- Ancient region of
Asia Minor
26- Abnormal dryness
of the skin
28- Sailor
30- Aired again
31- Birth-related
32- Pertaining to
punishment

Down
1- Dramatic troupe
2- Receiver Jerry
3- Skinny
4- Soft food for infants
5- Endless
6- Language with click
consonants
7- “From ___ according
to his abilities…”
8- Deli order
9- Holiday start
10- Middle
11- Dens
12- Fine fiddle
13- Some hybrids
19- Midday
22- German article
25- Actor Epps
26- Chemically inactive
gas
27- Part of Q.E.D.
28- Rebuff
29- Alleviate
30- Rod used to
reinforce concrete

32- Mum’s mate
33- Soft cheese
34- Impersonator
35- Not any
37- Nephrite
38- Polynesian carved
image
40- Sejant
41- Large drinking cup
42- Greek letters
43- Evergreen tree
44- Sash
45- Pole thrown by
Scotish athletes
46- Island off Venezuela
47- Like old bread
49- Well-being
51- Draft classification
52- Flaw, so to speak
54- Long March leader
55- Auction action
57- Actress Charlotte

Aries - March 21 to April 20 - Try not to take too many risks.
Nervousness could get you into big trouble. Avoid driving today. You
are prone to accidents. You are also advised to avoid getting into controversies.
Taurus - April 21 to May 20 - You will have a very busy time with a
lot of issues to solve. This morning you might be in a state of agitation and
will tend to get involved in multiple activities at one time. You are advised
to make a detailed action plan and rely on your family’s support.
Gemini - May 21 to June 21 - You are prone to health problems
and accidents. Avoid making extensive physical or intellectual efforts. You
should also avoid long trips and parties, for you seem to be rather tired.
Don’t let trifles upset you.
Cancer - June 22 to July 22 - In the morning, one of your workmates might give you a piece of unpleasant news. You should not show
what you really feel, for you might upset people around as well. Spare
yourself and avoid intensive efforts.
Leo - July 23 to Aug. 22 - This could be a rather hectic day for you.
In the morning, a close friend will try to get in touch with you, but you
will have to excuse yourself. You will be making preparations for a trip and
will have a tendancy to get mad while looking for misplaced items.
Virgo - Aug. 23 to Sept. 22 - This morning you could feel worn
out and upset after a long trip you have just made. Keep calm and avoid
controversies — or you might trigger a fight. You are advised to postpone
a visit to relatives, even though your loved one will insist.
Libra - Sept. 23 to Oct. 23 - You will tend to rush and might start
implementing your projects without considering them carefully. Don’t
try to solve all your problems by yourself. Accept your friends’ support.
The advice of a friend will help you resolve a conflict.
Scorpio - Oct. 24 to Nov. 22 - You might be on a state of agitation
because you are feeling very tired. You should try to rest more. You are
advised to remain cautious, for you are running the risk of being involved
in a car accident. You might have a quarrel with a person in your family.
Sagittarius - Nov. 23 to Dec. 21 - In the morning, you might
leave on an important trip. Chances are you will return with a significant
amount of money. You may also have the chance to join in a new partnership. You are advised to avoid raising your voice to others.
Capricorn - Dec. 22 to Jan. 20 - In the morning, you might be in a
state of agitation, for you badly need to get a loan. You are advised to keep
calm, for you are prone to accidents and fits. Be patient. A relative will
help you in the afternoon. You can rely on your loved one’s intuition.
Aquarius - Jan. 21 to Feb. 19 - You will be in a good mood, feeling
relaxed and calm. You will manage to calm down a nervous person. Your
loved one might remonstrate you for neglecting family issues. An unusual
event in the evening will give you food for thought.
Pisces - Feb. 20 to March 20 - A close friend will invite you on a
trip, but you seem to be short of money and in a bad mood. Avoid looking for holes in your loved one’s coat. You are advised to drive carefully.
You seem to be accident prone today.
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Editorial:
Removal of VPSE
unwarranted
The Issue: VPSE Abtin Mehdizadegan’s
removal from office by student senate.
What We Think: Some action by GSS
was warranted but removal was overkill.
The University of Maine General
Student Senate’s decision not to
reappoint Vice President of Student
Entertainment Abtin Mehdizadegan
was not totally surprising. According
to Sen. Alex Ortiz, complaints about
Mehdizadegan have been voiced more
than once since he took office in spring
2009, including accusations that he was
unapproachable and made inappropriate
comments to senators and students.
But were these enough to remove
Mehdizadegan from office without as
much as a warning? We think not.
Whatever personality defects he
may have had, our now-former VPSE
was considered by many senators and
students to have done a stellar superb
job in his professional responsibilities
— getting popular shows, advertising,
dealing with agents and filling seats.
In fact, several senators have said
Mehdizadegan was the best VPSE
UMaine has ever had.
An executive with this kind of track
record should not have been so suddenly
and easily removed from office, without
ever being given a formal reprimand
from GSS. In this decision, it seems to
us that the senators were not acting in
the best interests of the student body
they ostensibly represent.
The senate was rightly concerned
about accusations of Mehdizadegan’s
unprofessional behavior, but baby steps
should have been taken, allowing him
the opportunity to change and improve.
Instead, GSS jumped ahead and let go
of an executive whose character flaws
did not, at this point, merit dismissal.

Readers Speak:
Best of Web comments

RE: Knife-wielding UMaine student
charged with threatening middle-schoolers
I’ve been pretty good friends with Caleb
for over a year now and I’ve never heard of
him stealing a bunch of iPods — let alone
anything else. It could be that he recently stole
something unintentionally due to his obvious
loss of reality, which people started to notice about a month ago. It is very sad to see a
friend become mentally ill, and it is very hard
to believe that this is happening to such a great
person. Please leave the scapegoating behind
and for Caleb, I hope you can gain stability
and return to your true self.
— someone concerned
RE: Afghanistan troop surge shows president’s propensity for war
Yes we can! But we won’t! Correct you
are. I knew that Obama would basically be
another Bush. I told people this last year as
I urged them to vote for Ron Paul, who advocated a foreign policy of peace. Obama
supports Wall Street with the bailouts and
supports Bernanke and continues to spend
money we don’t have. Great MLK quote,
too. I have a friend who just got the call that
he is one of the 30,000. I have a buddy in
Kuwait who is on his way there too. This
is all imperialism. It turns out Afghanistan
is also an area planned for oil routes for the
reserves in Uzbekistan, and obviously the
opium wars have escalated as Afghanistan
leads the world in production of the drug.
There’s just too much corruption, and I’d
never want to be forced into going over
there.
— Michael W. Gibson

Plan B does not cause ectopic pregnancies
This letter is in response to the op-ed
piece about Mabel Wadsworth Women’s
Health Center in the Dec. 3 edition of The
Maine Campus. Peter Fitzgerald’s piece
expressed misguided, false statements and
confirmed that many are uninformed about
Plan B, also known as emergency contraception (EC).
The fact is, EC is a safe medication,
which is up to 89 percent effective in preventing pregnancy after sexual intercourse
if birth control was not used or failed.
Compared to an unintended pregnancy, the
most common side effects (nausea, fatigue
and diarrhea) are tolerable, especially
when the majority of women who use EC
do not experience any.
Contrary to Fitzgerald’s claim, scientific
and peer-reviewed research has shown that
EC can be effective up to five days after
unprotected sex and is more effective the
sooner it is taken. Furthermore, the FDA,
American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists and the National Institute of
Reproductive Health all agree that EC has
no effect if a woman is already pregnant
when taking it.
In reference to Fitzgerald’s comments
about EC “causing” ectopic pregnancies,
there is no medical indication that women
who take EC have a higher risk of ectopic
pregnancies. Ectopic pregnancies occur in
about two percent of all pregnancies, and
like any contraceptive, EC reduces this
risk by preventing pregnancy in general.
Because EC is not 100 percent effective,
a pregnancy may still occur, and there is a
slight risk with any pregnancy that it may
become ectopic. Because of the severe
risks that can come with ectopic pregnancies, we encourage all possibly pregnant
women to seek immediate medical attention if they experience sharp abdominal
pains. Severe abdominal pain is not a side
effect of Plan B — it is a possible side ef-

Letters to the
Editor
Send letters to opinion@mainecampus.com.

fect of ectopic pregnancy.
Our clinical staff has more than 100
years of combined experience providing women with services and information
about their sexual and reproductive health
care. Accurate information and support allow women to make informed decisions
about their sex lives. Don’t let anyone take
away your choices; get the facts.
— Jessica Carter
Education & Outreach Coordinator
Mabel Wadsworth Health Center
Removing VPSE was a bad decision
The University of Maine Student Government has made another debilitating
decision, shattering a year-long streak of
no firings or resignations in its executive
branch. The man responsible for bringing Bob Saget, The Decemberists, O.A.R.,
Ben Folds, Demetri Martin, Meat Head
Ski films and other great entertainment to
campus has been let go for what is said to
be “unprofessional behavior.” In my book,
Abtin Mehdizadegan is one of the most
professional students I have ever seen in
SG. He will surely be missed, and student
entertainment on campus will suffer the
consequences.
Not once in the four years I have been at

UMaine has the student senate considered
negotiating with employees before removing them. No formal warning of any kind
was given to Mehdizadegan before they
rejected his nomination. Not to dig up old
business, but I can assure you that all Student Government and Residents on Campus firings in the past few years skipped
formal negotiation and gone straight to
closed-door discussion and a simple vote.
I question the legitimacy of the concerns
raised if the senators were not willing to
say them while the executives in question
were present.
When can this organization that represents the student body look past the political drama that is closing the door on
its unique opportunity to succeed? Given
the privilege they have of taxing us students $750,000 each year to spend at its
own accord, you would think that an attempt would be made to solve real issues
and challenges students face.
If there was ever an opportunity to influence our political leaders and representatives at the state and national levels, it is
now. I implore SG to put their politics aside
and spend those hours of heated debate on
crafting solutions so well-tested that our
leaders can’t possibly ignore them. They
should engage the students in a way that
aspirations of quality entertainment and
effective advocacy are achieved simultaneously. When you have enough capital to
nearly fill the CCA at $18 a seat, you have
the power to connect with the students in
a big way. Firing the man that made this
happen is a big blow to that power.
SG needs to quit complaining and bickering about who got to have a meet-andgreet with Bob Saget and who got a free
ticket to the show. Focus on the real issues
at hand and strive to actually get something accomplished.
— Rob Goodwin
Former Student Government senator
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Materialism distorts the
true meaning of Christmas
Celebrating the birth
of Christ is what the
holiday is really about
— not finding the best
deals at Wal-Mart.

Jonathan Zappala
December is one of my favorite months, and now
that we have had some snow I can say I am fully in
the Christmas spirit. This is a time for giving thanks,
being extra nice to others, spending time with family
and remembering what we are really celebrating this
time of year. Christmas is about Christ — that’s why
I celebrate it. America has commercialized this Christian holiday, which is upsetting for me.
Retail companies use this time of year to get in
the black and sell, sell, sell at the expense of the true
meaning of Christmas. I even heard a guy on the news,
waiting in line at a Wal-Mart in Florida the day after
Thanksgiving, saying that “finding deals” is what it is
all about. If this is what Americans are about — finding great deals on material possessions — then we do
not deserve to be the freest nation in the world. Saving a hundred bucks on a high-definition television is
not what our soldiers have died for.
Advertisers target consumers’ greedy desires, telling us all we need in life is the latest gadget to be
happy. Of course, next Christmas something new will
be out that we need for complete satisfaction, and we
end up never being satisfied. Things will never love
us back, and that is why it is important during this

time of year that we focus on the people — friends
and family — who do love us back.
Over the last decade, Christmas has only been
politicized and materialized to the point that we are
forgetting what it is all about. For example, in 2005,
Target decided to be politically correct and banned
the word “Christmas” from its advertising. Well, they
lost so much money that they finally responded to
public pressure and started saying “Merry Christmas”
again. To retain sales these days, commercials mention Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanza and even the solstice so they can please everyone.
In America, we have the great freedom to celebrate
whatever holiday we want, but I also have the freedom to not spend my money at a chain that tries to
please everyone, which is impossible. I wish more
companies would realize that when you try to please
everyone, very few people actually end up happy.
Christmas is the holiday that I celebrate, and I see
no reason to hide my celebration by saying, “Happy
holidays.” We have freedom of religion, not freedom from other people’s expression of religion.
It is perfectly OK with me if you do not want to
celebrate Christmas — you have the freedom to do
that in our great nation. But I am going to publicly
celebrate Christmas, because I’m able to worship
and celebrate as I please, just as anyone who is not
Christian can.
In the 1965 short “A Charlie Brown Christmas,”
Charlie was as overwhelmed with the materialization
of Christmas as I am; he wanted to know what it was
all about. Well, the answer to what it’s all about is
this: the good news that should be great joy to all. We
are celebrating the humble birth of Jesus Christ and
how he came to die for the salvation of the world.
Whether you believe this or not, it is what the holiday
is about. Merry Christmas.
Jonathan Zappala is a senior psychology student.

Darwin’s theory not adapted
for scientific survival
Charles Darwin
himself saw the
problems with his
theory of evolution, so
why should we
believe it?

Peter Fitzgerald
There is no reason to believe in the theory of evolution.
Charles Darwin, the father of evolution, taught his theory
as speculation and not fact. Why should we call it fact,
when Darwin himself wasn’t sure? Macroevolution, or
the large-scale change and appearance of new species
from old, has never been observed and therefore is not
scientific. Moreover, the fossil record does not actually
link current species with previous species.
Many view Darwin as a great scientist who made
amazing discoveries. I agree he did a great deal of
scientific research, but I don’t agree it ever proved his
theory of evolution. Darwin himself stated in “On the
Origin of Species” that the evidence supporting his
theory was weak: “For I am well aware that scarcely
a single point is discussed in this volume on which
facts cannot be adduced, often apparently leading to
conclusions directly opposite to those at which I have
arrived. A fair result can be obtained only by fully
stating and balancing the facts and arguments on both
sides of each question: and this is here impossible.”
In his own book, Darwin admits his arguments
could be used to prove the exact opposite of everything
he said. An argument is not valid if it can be used to
support contradicting sides of an issue, and he said
this of almost all his evidence. He also stated that to
have a fair argument, both sides of the issue must be

addressed, which he did not do. He has, by his own
words, disqualified himself from speaking on the origin
of life in a fair way.
Darwin’s theory of evolution states that over
hundreds of millions of years, animals evolved into
new species and eventually, people. If everything was
evolving for so long, it would make sense that it would
still be happening. But in all of human history, there is
no verified record of macroevolution being observed.
We have seen variations within species but not the
evolution of a new species. In order for something
to be scientific, it must include both observation and
experimentation. Since no observation has been done,
the theory of evolution is not science.
Evolution needs to account for the lack of supporting
evidence in the fossil record. There should be millions,
or at least thousands, of animals that died between
stages of evolution, but there’s not. Again, in “The
Origin,” Darwin says, “Geological research … does not
yield the infinitely many fine graduations between past
and present species required on the theory; and this is
the most obvious of the many objections which may
be urged against it.” Darwin admits that geological
research goes against evolution. There are a few fossils
that are debated to be missing links, but in science, a
few examples are not enough to verify a theory.
Darwin does not write in a way that inspires confidence
in his theories: “The more important objections relate
to questions on which we are confessedly ignorant;
nor do we know how ignorant we are.” He said he was
ignorant in many areas of his own theory. When he was
questioned by the inquisitive minds of his day, he had
no answers. His theory rests entirely on speculation,
and he didn’t even pretend to know what he was talking
about. In “The Origin,” Darwin openly admitted he had
no evidence to back up his theory. I agree; evolution
doesn’t have enough scientific evidence to support it
and therefore is doomed to eventual extinction.
Peter Fitzgerald is a junior electrical engineering
technology student.
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Winter blues? Grab
some friends and
have a cup of cheer
Tyler
Francke
Columnist
Gingerbread houses, happy carols
sung off-key, cold mugs of eggnog,
halls decked with boughs of holly,
stockings hung by the chimney
with care and, of course, rumors of
higher suicide rates. No doubt about
it — Christmas is in the air.
For decades, a pernicious myth
that instances of suicide increase
during the holidays has endured.
According to a recent USA Today
report, this is — thankfully  — not
true. In fact, countless studies
have shown the exact opposite
— suicides peak in the spring and
actually decrease in December.

New research reveals
loneliness is just as
contagious as swine flu,
and its effects on society
may be even worse.
Maybe it all started with George
Bailey, the protagonist of “It’s a
Wonderful Life,” whose plunge off
a bridge was averted by the timely
intervention of a guardian angel.
Given the rarity of encounters with
angelic entities, especially ones
named Clarence, it’s good that
holiday suicide attempts are not as
big a threat as many think.
But there are dangers. An
estimated 10 percent of Mainers
suffer from seasonal affective
disorder, a cyclical form of
depression caused by the exposure
to less sunlight in the winter months
— especially in our state, where the
dreaded season is longer, colder and
darker than usual. Also, cutting-edge
research by University of Chicago
social neuroscientist John Cacioppo
shows not only are Americans
lonelier than ever, the epidemic is
quickly becoming a threat to our
public health.
One of the reasons loneliness
is dangerous is that it can lead
to depression, and though it
may surprise some, we college
students are far from immune to
psychological disorders. In fact,
due to the stress of classes, unstable
relationships and major life
transitions — not to mention this
year’s economic crisis — we may

actually be more susceptible. Case
in point: As of 2008, 15 percent of
college students across the nation
were diagnosed with depression,
up five percent from 2000.
Cacioppo argues that loneliness
also affects public health because it
is more like a contagious virus than
an isolated, individual problem. In
other words, loneliness spreads.
Think about it: When people are
lonely, they tend to be more irritable
and less talkative, which creates
negative feelings of alienation and
depression in anyone they spend
time with.
The normal, understandable
reaction to a grouchy “Scrooge” is
to excommunicate them and hang
out with happier people. But not
only does this not help the lonely
sufferer, you also risk catching the
loneliness bug yourself. It is this
infectious aspect of the blues that
Cacioppo’s team has focused on,
saying in their report that loneliness
is “both a cause and a consequence
to becoming disconnected.”
The implications go far beyond
holiday humdrums. At the heart of a
healthy democracy lies a socializing
populace, interested in political
involvement and civic engagement.
When people are isolated and
depressed, they tend to be more
cynical and less caring about societal
issues. Is it a coincidence Americans
are feeling lonelier than ever at
the same time social groups and
political organizations, especially
on-campus, are struggling to bring
people in? I think not.
The more divided and isolated
people feel, the less we participate
in the important components of a
thriving democracy, putting all of us
at the mercy of the outspoken, selfserving extremists who are willing
to engage.
A more interested and involved
citizenry is not going to be created
through increased transparency in
the political system. If people don’t
care about something, they’re still
not going to care if more information
about it is available. Instead, greater
affiliation will only come about by
cultivating a culture of authenticity
— genuine conversations and true
friendships where lonely people are
integrated, not shunned. Healthy
people make healthy societies.
So, during winter break, I
encourage you to reconnect with
loved ones and let the joys of
honest relationships rejuvenate you
from a stressful semester. It may
seem overly simplistic to think that
sharing a cup of cheer could cure
everything from the depressed kid
in your hall to societal apathy, but
Christmas is the time for miracles
after all.
Tyler Francke is wishing you all
a merry Christmas and a very happy
New Year’s.

Love us? Hate us?
Write us.
Letters to the editor should be 300 words, concise and clearly
written. If applicable, include your academic year. Send all submissions
to opinion@mainecampus.com. Submissions may be edited for
length, clarity and style. Anonymous letters will not be published.
Opinion pieces should be roughly 650 words and clearly written.
Include your name, year and major. Submissions should be in .doc
format. Send all opinion pieces to opinion@mainecampus.com.

Thumbs up / Thumbs down
Snow day pizza deliveries Cold pizza
Half days Early classes
Rocky road ice cream Icy roads
Karma Chameleons
Holiday movie premieres Costly theater food
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Local music
scenes foster
community
So far, this column has
primarily focused on artists at a
national and international level,
mostly because these big name
artists are inescapable. Some,
like Kanye West, are so engrained into pop culture, their
music has little to no significance. People are often more
concerned with John Mayer’s
latest love interest than his latest album.
Others are more obscure on
a mainstream
level but still
reach audiences across
the world,
thanks to
the internet
and other
technology.
Even many
of these “independent”
artists make Beat Report
By Kegan Zema
their living
by making
music, selling it and touring.
These artists are crucial to
the music world, and for most,
being a music fan means listening to these kinds of acts.
But local musicians are getting the short end of the stick in
this situation. All over the nation, there are small towns full
of musicians with just as much
skill and talent as national acts.
Maine has a few great hubs
for local music — Bangor,
Lewiston and Augusta — and
many other acts spread across
the state. Local artists are
teachers, restaurant employees,
students or businesspeople who
share a passion for creating and
performing.
Local music is often raw,
original and unlike anything
else out there on a national
level. There is something comforting about it as well, kind
of like buying from a farmers
market. Last summer, I was
jamming out in my car listening
to an album by Portland noisepop rockers Honey Clouds. I
was suddenly overcome with a
feeling of intense joy as I realized I was driving by the house
where the album was recorded
and produced and where the
band practices.
I’ve been to Abbey Road
before, but besides that I have
never come close to driving
past the place where a band I
love practices and records.
The best thing anyone can
do to support a music scene is
go to a show. If you see a handdrawn poster with three bands
with weird names you’ve never
heard of playing a show in a
church, don’t be so quick to
dismiss it as lame. Just because
someone is playing in a garage,
it doesn’t mean they don’t have
the songwriting skill to be playing in stadiums.
I am far from encouraging
blind support. There are plenty
of times when I will go to a
show and be thoroughly unimpressed. Most often there are
so many bands playing in one
night that even if one is subpar, the next band will be great.
Trust me, the reward from discovering even one great artist is
worth listening to a few bands
that don’t strike your fancy.
The best part about local
music, though, is the sense of
community — the same people
are going to be showing up to the
same shows. Especially in Portland, people that were on stage
one weekend will be in the audience the next weekend cheering
on their friends. Even in Orono
and Old Town, one is likely to
find a consistent group of people
going to see a certain band at
Woodman’s or The Dime.
I encourage you to go out
over the coming break and try
and see at least one local band.
If you’re over 21, you’ve got
no excuse, and those underage can often find all-ages or
18-plus shows. For five or 10
bucks, you might be surprised.
Plus, it’s cheaper than paying
$100 or more to go see a band
in Boston.

Thursday, Dec. 10
COS 125: Introduction
to Problem Solving
Through Python Programming Exposition
Wells Commons, Room 3
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Making Data Look Cool
Maynard F. Jordan Planetarium
Wingate Hall
7 to 8 p.m.

Clockwise from front: Tom Tash, Susanne Gerry, Drew Hooke and Evan James are The Bay State

Photo courtesy Jeffrey Remick

Tide rolls in for Bay State
Pop-punkers ride wave of success thanks to internet and fans
By Kegan Zema
Style Editor

The Bay State is what happens when a bunch of kids
from the Bangor area start
making the kind of infectious
pop rock that has become a
sensation with the social networking generation. They
combine catchy hooks, peppy
instrumental work and tight
production to carve out their
own niche in the tight-knit
world of pop-punk bands.
Frontman Tom Tash’s expressive, occasionally auto-tuned
vocals resonate with MySpacers everywhere, propelling
these Mainers onto the national scene.

Along with drummer Drew happening,” Tash said. “We’re
Hooke, violist and University the only unsigned band on
of Maine student Evan James [Glamour Kills’] roster.”
and bassist Susanne Gerry,
The band is ranked amongst
The Bay State have taken the giants in the genre such as Coleap from local to mainstream bra Starship, Say Anything,
in what has
Boys
Like
been a whirlGirls and All
The Bay State have
wind year for
Time
Low.
the band. After
They
played
taken the leap from
writing a song
the
Warped
for the New local to mainstream in Tour this past
York
cloth- what has been a whirl- year and will
ing company
tourwind year for the band. continue
Glamour Kills
ing throughout
called
“Hey
the Northeast,
Hey Glamour Kills,” the band with a couple dates in Minnehas gained a massive amount sota and Michigan, in the next
of exposure.
few months.
“Since then it’s been a craTash, Hooke and Gerry
zy avalanche of cool things went to high school together in

Lincoln — James went to high
school in Orono — but this
was not the band’s original
lineup. The Bay State started
with just Tash and his acoustic
guitar while he was in college
at the University of Maine in
Machias. He started jamming
with Hooke, who was attending UMaine at the time.
James, currently an elementary education student at
UMaine, joined the band after
Tash and Hooke saw him playing on campus. James said he
was playing with a more indie
/ folk group at the time.
“They asked me to come to
a practice and everything kind
See Bay State on B2

Holiday movie
preview: the
season’s best
By John Shannon

For The Maine Campus

means that I am not going to
have the same decorations
and be listening to the same
music,” Hunter said. “To me,
Christmas is about reflecting
on the birth of Jesus, so not
having decorations isn’t that
big of a deal.”
According to Weiss, it has
been difficult to find other
people to celebrate with at
UMaine. Weiss said he wasn’t
very involved with any outside
religious services and when
he tried to drum up support
for the Hanukkah party, he got
very little response.
“We are privileged to have
a national chapter, but with no
one putting effort into it, I am
upset it [might] end up dying
off,” Weiss said.

Cinematically speaking, December has always been the most
crowded month of the year. With
holiday movies, Oscar bait and
the last of the studio’s tent-pole
releases, it’s hard to keep them
all straight. For your assistance,
I present a winter movie guide,
highlighting the best bets for the
coming break.
For those seeking family
fare, there are two options that
stand above the rest. The first is
Disney’s “The Princess and the
Frog,” an animated tale directed
by John Musker and Ron Clements — the filmmaking team behind “Aladdin” and “The Little
Mermaid.” After flirting with 3D animated fare, Disney is going
back to basics, presenting a 2-D
animated story with catchy tunes
and endearing characters meant
for the entire family. The result
is a new fairy tale for a new generation.
For families with older kids,
“Sherlock Holmes” stands out
as a sure bet. Starring A-Lister
Robert Downey Jr., supported by
Jude Law, Mark Strong and Rachel McAdams, “Holmes” is an
action-comedy in the vein of “Pirates of the Caribbean” with director Guy Ritchie — “Snatch,”
“RockNRolla” — at the helm.
Warner Bros. is hoping to jumpstart a new franchise with this
one, even shooting a poorlykept secret cameo by Brad Pitt
as Holmes’ nemesis Moriarty to
hint at sequels. “The Princess
and the Frog” opens Dec. 11,
and “Holmes” comes to screens
Christmas Day.
In an effort to lure the audience that made “Sex and the

See Holidays on B3

See Movies on B3

Rebekah Doherty • Assistant Photo Editor

Louise Jolliffe, an employee of Fogler Library, brought her daughter, Elsa, to the Page Farm House
and Museum’s annual Christmas fair on Friday. They made ornaments, met Santa and enjoyed
refreshments to the sounds of Christmas songs played an organ.

Celebrating away from home
Students deck the residence halls and light menorahs on campus
By Kegan Zema
Style Editor

Growing up, the holiday
season is a time to be with
family, to celebrate and to reflect. But for the many college
students who leave home to
come to school, the dynamics of the season can change
drastically. Celebrating while
at school can cause problems
but can also be a change for
the better, especially for those
disenchanted by the season.
Christian
and
Jewish
groups on campus are finding ways to celebrate their respective holidays. Hillel, the
national foundation for Jewish campus life, is planning a
party Dec. 11, the first night
of Hanukkah. According to
its vice president Max Weiss,

the party will include a traditional Hanukkah service with
the lighting of the first candle,
traditional Jewish food and a
dreidel tournament.
“I was thinking of doing a
Texas Hold ’Em-style tournament where the winner would
get [a prize],” Weiss said.
Along the same lines, the
Campus Crusade for Christ
held an Advent service
Wednesday night in the Bangor
room in the Memorial Union.
David Hunter, a member
of the Campus Crusade for
Christ, said being away from
home for the holidays was not
necessarily bad. He has remained involved with a local
church, so his religious experience has not been changed
drastically.
“Being away from home

A Christmas Carol
Bangor Opera House,
Bangor
7 p.m.
$18
Dance Showcase
Hauck Auditorium
7:30 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 11
Classes End
Go Blue Friday
Wear blue and / or your
UMaine clothing to celebrate Black Bear pride.
Artificial Intelligence:
What is it and what can
it do?
A lecture by Dr. Roy
Turner
120 Little Hall
1 to 2 p.m.
A Christmas Carol
Bangor Opera House,
Bangor
7 p.m.
$18
Dance Showcase
Hauck Auditorium
7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 12
A Christmas Carol
Bangor Opera House,
Bangor
1 and 7 p.m.
$18

Sunday, Dec. 13
A Christmas Carol
Bangor Opera House,
Bangor
1 p.m.
$18
Danu: Christmas in Ireland: An Nollaig In Eirinn
Collins Center for the Arts
4 p.m.
$37

Monday, Dec. 14
Final Exams Begin
The Lidral Duo
Union Central, Memorial
Union
4:15 to 5 p.m.
The Maine Campus
will be back Jan. 14

A more comprehensive list
of postings is available at
mainecampus.com/calendar.
To submit your event, invite
calendar@mainecampus.com
via iCal or Google Calendar.
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Downtown Orono’s Verve hosts musicians, writers
By Mario Moretto
Opinion Editor

When Verve opened its two
locations about two months ago
— one at the Collins Center for
the Arts and one in downtown
Orono — its relationship with
creative expression was clear:
The CCA venue would serve
patrons of the arts at music,
theater and other performances
throughout the year.
But now, the door has been
opened for customers at the
downtown location to enjoy
the arts while they sip coffee
and mow down on pastries. On
Sunday, a variety of local musicians and writers performed
at Verve during special night
hours, beginning at 7 p.m.
— the store usually closes at
4 p.m. Roughly 50 people attended.
Anya Rose, a graduate student in ecology and environmental science, was one of the
performers. She also was crucial in bringing live music and
art to Verve.
“It seemed like something

that was bound to happen,”
Rose said. “I just asked if
we could play and they said
‘sure.’”
“Anya comes in pretty often
to Verve during the day to hang
out, do work, relax,” said Abe

“I couldn’t be happier with the performance itself and I
thought it was a lot
of talented people.”
Abe Furth
Co-owner
Verve
Furth, co-owner of Verve with
his wife Heather.
“When we first opened, she
mentioned it to us, and we were
really excited about the idea. I
was really super pleased with
how it came out, you know? I
couldn’t be happier with the
performance itself and I thought
it was a lot of talented people.”

The performers included
Rose, who performed with
guitarist Craig Lodis; writers Adam Crowley, assistant
professor of English at Husson University; Alison Fraser,
Megan London; and University of Maine alumnus Clinton
Spaulding.
“There’s a lot of really interesting and talented people in
town that the university draws
here, and it’s nice to have a
place to see that, to share it,”
Abe said.
Heather and Abe plan on
having more performance
nights at Verve in the near future.
“We probably wouldn’t
start it over winter break just
because the crowd wouldn’t
be around,” Heather said. “But
certainly the beginning of next
semester and maybe one prior
to break or something like
that.”
Abe has been talking to a student at the New England School
of Communications about doing an acoustic night. Ideas are
in the works to connect with the

Mario Moretto • The Maine Campus

Craig Lodis (left) and Anya Rose (right) played at the first performance night at the downtown
Orono location of Verve. Rose approached co-owner Abe Furth about hosting local artists when the
eatery opened two months ago. Furth and his wife Heather hope to host more events in the future.

owners would like to be able to
host performances during special
night hours every Sunday.

That idea suits Rose just
fine. “It was exactly what I
wanted it to be,” she said.

CD: Animal Collective

Bay State

Noise rockers continue their dominance of pop music

of clicked,” James said. “They
asked me to become a full-time
member, and there was a lot of
chemistry, so I said yes.”
“We kind of just puttered
around for a few years and
worked on writing songs and
stuff,” Tash said. “It wasn’t
really anything we took too
seriously, but we wrote and
played around New England.”
Gerry joined the band on
bass after spending most of
her time selling merch and
helping the band out. She often takes on lead vocals in
songs, channeling female poppunker Hayley Williams of
Paramore.
Much of the band’s success
was accidental, according to
Tash. After playing a venue in
Boston, the band met a manager that liked their live show.
Tash said the manager said
their songs needed work, but
he liked their live show, stage
presence and the dynamic of
having a viola player.
With the help of their manager, the band has been able
to publicize themselves and
reach their widespread audience. They recorded their
“Let’s Turn This City On” EP
in Baltimore with the help of
producer Paul Leavitt, who
has worked with All Time
Low, Senses Fail and more.
Their latest EP, “Haunted,”
was a much more localized
effort, largely recorded by
producer Mike Flannery at 32
Central in Bangor.
“He didn’t at any point
ever really try to take control,
which sometimes producers
can really jump in and cover
your vision with their own,”
Tash said. “He had some really good ideas and he was always willing to throw stuff out
there. You could tell he was
thinking very carefully about
what would actually benefit
the songs. He wanted to do everything by hand. He wanted
to do 37 tambourine takes to
make sure it was perfect.”
Like many pop-punk bands,

the internet has been crucial to
The Bay State’s success.
“The Internet has really
been the biggest thing for us,
especially after the Glamour
Kills thing happened,” Tash
said. “Meeting people online
and that whole networking
thing has really been the best
part of getting the word out
for us.”
According to Tash, another
band with the clothing line
was vocal about The Bay State
on Twitter, giving the band’s
Myspace page thousands of
hits per day. The band has also
received support from a YouTube celebrity named Mitchell Davis, who has upwards of
300,000 subscribers.
According to James, who
will be graduating this year,
the band has been a great outlet for him during school. Although it has been a challenge
to balance both, he said he is
glad he will have his degree to
fall back on.
“The band has been my
biggest passion, but I went to
school because I know education is important,” James said.
“At the end of the year I am going to be pursuing my dream,
touring with the band.”
During their off time, the
band is scattered around. Tash
resides in Portland, Susanne
in Lincoln, James in Orono
and Hooke attends the University of Massachusetts-Lowell,
but is off for the semester. The
band has performed in Portland alongside other national
acts and hometown heroes
Sparks the Rescue, with whom
the band is friends.
No matter where there success takes them, Tash says the
band will always return home
to Bangor at least every couple of months.
“I always plan on playing
the [103 Ultra Lounge],” Tash
said. “We’re all Bangor-area
kids and that’s home for us.
For a few years, it was hard to
get kids to come out in Bangor
and now we can come back
and we know there will be a
ton of awesome kids, and we
know a lot of them by name.”

By Jay Grant

For The Maine Campus
As far as experimental music
is concerned, this decade was
dominated by Animal Collective. Beginning as central duo
Panda Bear and Avey Tare, the
band released their whacked
out debut “Spirit They’re Gone,
Spirit They’ve Vanished” at the
start of the new millennium.
That album was a raucous, abrasive record of electronic blips
and heavy distortion, along with
wildly yelping vocals.
Animal Collective’s music
was only for a small niche of
out-there music lovers. Their
fondness was often based in at
least some level of pretense.
Nine years and seven full-length
albums later, Animal Collective has started to make music
that’s for everybody – euphonic,
melodic pop songs now with
only an ounce of weird. With
2009 coming to an end, the band
has released a five-song EP
called “Fall Be Kind” as a kind
of summary of the new sound
they’ve developed over the last
two years and boy, is it good.
The five tracks on “Fall Be
Kind” are less linear: surprisingly more cohesive epics
comprised of multiple movements. Record opener “Graze”
begins with an electronic
effect that recalls strings from
some fantastical movie dream
sequence. From here, the song

continues to soar with Avey Tare
and Panda Bear trading off singing self-conscious lyrics musing
over their recent successes, and
Panda Bear asking, “How does
a band turn into such a thing?”
The song soon shifts gears
completely with frantic flutes
emerging like circus music on
speed. Over a fuzzy synth slam,
Tare’s voice comes back in,
singing bouncy lines worthy of
any standard song of longing
and exemplifying precisely what
is so cool about Animal Collective. Where other experimental
bands may think experimental
content comes with the territory, Animal Collective’s songs
are simple and endearing, often
about love or just trying to be a
happy dude.
Take second track “What
Would I Want? Sky.” Avey
sings, “Is everything alright?
You feeling lonely? You feeling
moldy? You’re not the only.”
This kind of heart-on-sleeve
lyricism is of the sort you would
expect from wimps like Death
Cab For Cutie, not a preeminent
noise band. The bizarre contrast
between musical and lyrical
content is what makes lines like
that above easy to stomach,
with everything feeling so light
and free-wheeling you don’t
even mind when they get a little
emotional.
Tracks “Bleed” and “On a
Highway” get a little droney, the
latter finding Animal Collec-

English department to explore
the idea of doing readings. When
all is said and done, Verve’s

from Page B

Domino Records
tive bringing in hand-slapped
drums and both featuring Brian
Wilson-inspired harmonies to
keep things from getting too
heavy. Closer “I Think I Can”
is a percussion-heavy romp
that brings the short and sweet
record to a sufficient end. The
long track carries forward
with tribal stomp before Panda
Bear’s spiraling “I Think I Can,
I Think I Can” into the finish.
It is worth noting the album’s
highlight “What Would I Want?
Sky” is the first song to acquire
a legal sample of a Grateful
Dead song, in this case “Unbroken Chain.” By the way,
stereogum.com reported that
Grateful Dead bassist Phil Lesh
loves Animal Collective’s track.

The connection is fitting. In
the first half of the seven-minute epic and throughout “Fall
Be Kind,” Animal Collective
proves themselves to be the jam
band of the 21st Century. From
their use of repetition, to the
multiple shifts over the course
of many of their songs, Animal
Collective are essentially doing
with electronics and an array of
instruments what Jerry Garcia
and Co. were doing with a
more typical rock band format.
However, they aren’t just every
stoner’s new favorite band
– they’re one of the few acts
today taking the average catchy
pop formula and doing something genuinely new with it.
Grade: A
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Movies

from Page B
City” and “Mamma Mia!” a hit, writer
/director Nancy Meyers brings her latest
to the table, “It’s Complicated,” starring
Meryl Streep, Alec Baldwin and Steve
Martin. Also opening Christmas Day,
the film tells of a divorced couple that
resume sleeping together when their
new relationships hit the rocks. Hilarity
ensues as the romantic entanglements
grow.
Also appealing to the “Mamma
Mia” crowd is The Weinstein Company’s new musical “Nine.” “Nine”
is the film adaptation of the popular
Broadway show by Rob Marshall, the
director of one of the most successful
movie musicals in recent years, “Chicago.” The musical itself is an adaptation of Fellini’s classic film “8 ½”
and explores the splintering psyche of
a famed film director as he struggles
to bring his next film to the screen.
Daniel Day Lewis stars and is accompanied by Nicole Kidman, Kate
Hudson, Marion Cotillard, Penelope
Cruz and several other beautiful and
talented people. Expect it in theaters
Christmas Day.

For those not in the mood for romantic comedies or musicals, we have Clint
Eastwood’s new film “Invictus,” starring Morgan Freeman and Matt Damon.
Freeman plays South African president
Nelson Mandela and the film unfolds as
he tries to unite his country by using the
nation’s rugby team, forming a relationship with the team captain, played by
Damon. Opening Dec. 11, the film has
been warmly received by critics at advanced screenings, and many believe it
will be in the running for the Academy
Awards.
Among the many other films vying
for an Oscar consideration is the George
Clooney vehicle “Up in the Air,” directed
by “Juno’s” Jason Reitman. After premiering to resounding praise at the Toronto Film Festival, “Up in the Air” was
pushed to a Dec. 18 release date. Clooney
plays a man who is rented out to big businesses, flying all over the country doing
their dirty work and firing their employees personally. When his company develops a computer program to replace him,
his carefree nomadic lifestyle is threatened, and his chance to save it presents
itself in the form of Natalie, played by
up and coming actress Anna Kendrick,
who shadows him in order to see if his
services are worth keeping around.

Illustration by William Kramer

Holidays

from Page B

Hunter said it was not easier to celebrate at
school, but that he got more out of the celebrations. He said when he was younger, he was
more passively participating in Christmas and
Advent activities. Now, he is organizing and
doing them on his own.

The other leading Oscar contender
is Peter Jackson’s “The Lovely Bones.”
The man who brought “The Lord of the
Rings” to the screen tackles more urgent
material here, telling the story of Susie
Salmon, a young girl who is raped and
murdered by a neighbor, then watches
her family cope from the afterlife. The
trailer promises breathtaking visuals and
exquisite emotional resonance, and Paramount clearly knows they have something great on their hands. Originally set
to open last March, “Bones” was pushed
to a Dec. 11 release date, not because the
film wasn’t finished in time, but because
test screenings went through the roof.
The film opens in a limited release Dec.
11 and will slowly expand throughout
the month, building buzz.
Now we come to the movie that has
buzz to spare, “Avatar.” After James
Cameron steered “Titanic” to become
the highest grossing film in cinema history, he went into a state of semi-retirement. But 12 years and $400 million
later, he’s back with a film he spent a
good four years making. “Avatar” is a
sci-fi adventure that focuses on an epic
conflict on a far-off world called Pandora, where humans and the native species engage in a war over the planet’s
resources and existence. Among the

“My favorite time of the season is during
school, right after finals and before Christmas
when I can finally slow down and reflect on it,”
Hunter said.
Todd Conner, a member of the UMaine Intervarsity Christian Fellowship, stressed the importance of remembering Jesus’ birth instead of
focusing on material possessions as well.
“To celebrate the season, of course we have
festivities just anyone else would; we are no different than any other people living on campus,”
Conner stated in an e-mail. “Therefore, things that
we do to celebrate the season are simple things
like caroling. Usually on Christmas Eve, my family and I attend a Christmas Eve Candelight service at our church.”
For other less religious students, celebrating
the holidays is very different.
“I’m watching ‘Home Alone,’ ‘Home Alone
II’ and ‘The Grinch Who Stole Christmas,’ stated
graduate student Derek Dobachesky in an e-mail.
“Then I’m eating Chinese food with my mom’s
family on Christmas Eve.”
Dobachesky professed he had grown tired of
giving and receiving gifts, especially on a college
budget. Other students on the UMaine Forum
agreed with him on this matter.
“It’s hard knowing you can’t afford much,
when you’re given gifts,” replied Kathryn Preist. “I made it clear to everyone this year, I don’t
have enough money to buy presents, but I would
love to visit with you instead. It’s been great getting together with everyone in place of spending
lots of money on stuff they don’t need.”
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Warner Bros.

Robert Downey Jr. and Jude Law star in Guy Ritchie’s “Sherlock Holmes.”

human soldiers is Jake Sully, played by
Sam Worthington, a former Marine who
inhabits an avatar that resembles the
natives in order to infiltrate and exploit
them. He falls in love with one of the
natives, Neytiri, played by Zoe Saldana,
and joins the fight to maintain their way
of life. With eye-popping special effects,
a captivating story and dazzling visuals,

“Avatar” would be a major achievement
for any director, but for Cameron — the
mind behind “Terminator,” “Aliens” and
“True Lies”— it’s just another jewel on
his sterling resume. Opening Dec. 18, it
is simply not to be missed.
So there we have it, your best options
for the coming break. Happy viewing
and happy holidays to all.
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Thursday, Dec. 10

Upcoming Games

Men’s Basketball
vs. UMPI in Orono
(Memorial Gym)
7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 11
Women’s Hockey
at Union in Schenectady, N.Y.
2 p.m.
Indoor Track & Field
Multi-event meet with
New Hampshire in Orono
4:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 12
Women’s Basketball
at Quinnipiac in
Hamden, Conn.
Noon
Indoor Track & Field
Multi-event meet with
New Hampshire in Orono
Noon
Swimming and Diving
vs. Bates in Orono
1 p.m.
Women’s Hockey
at Union in Schenectady, N.Y.
2 p.m.
Men’s Hockey
vs. Northeastern in Orono
7 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 13
Men’s Basketball
vs. Kennesaw State in Orono
1 p.m.

Men’s Hockey
from Page B6

who missed the first part of the
season with a broken thumb.
Goalie Shawn Sirman is a reliable back-up to Darling.
“Everyone knew they were
going to make an impact, but
not this much,” Hegarty said.
“It’s really nice for the upperclassmen to rely on some of
the younger guys.”
The trip to Florida will not
be a vacation in the typical
sense for the Black Bears, as
three formidable opponents
await them. Cornell University

is ranked fifth in the nation.
Princeton University made an
NCAA Tournament appearance
last year and Colorado College
rounds out the field. The Black
Bears are given a week to spend
at home before the trip.
“The best part of the Florida College Classic is not just
that we’re in Florida, but that
we’re in one of the highest
rated competitive tournaments
of the holiday season,” Whitehead said.
UMaine will begin the second half of the season with an
exhibition against the University of New Brunswick at Alfond Arena on Jan 2.

REWARD
$100
For information leading to the
arrest/conviction of person(s)
responsible for destruction of a sign
at 79 College Ave. on the weekend
of Dec. 5-6, 2009.
Please contact Det. Gardner of
Campus Security, 581-4048.
All replies are confidential
Phi Gamma Delta Housing Corp.

ACCOUNT REP NEEDED

Any job experience is needed to
carry out the job.You must have
computer skills and speak English
fluently.
You will earn up to $350
weekly.
Email me at:
		
Jw.wax22@gmail.com
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Rookie Vanderhoff adjusting well at UMaine
By Dillon Bates

For The Maine Campus
Everyone knows the transition from high school to college can be a struggle for any
student. Now imagine that this
college is a long way from
home where you don’t know
anyone and compound this with
the added demands of being a
student-athlete, and you have
one daunting challenge.
For Katelyn Vanderhoff, or
“Vandy,” as her teammates call
her, this is the reality of her
situation. The freshman point
guard from Lititz, Pa., has met
these challenges head on and
has already established herself
as one of the most promising
prospects for the Black Bears.
During Tuesday’s heartbreaking loss to the University of Delaware, Vanderhoff
showed she was not easily rattled by playing with the older
girls. In the final seconds of
the first half, the five-foot-nine
guard got the ball near the left
corner, drove the baseline, elevated between two defenders
and sank a tough mid-range
jumper as time expired.
In addition to her remarkable composure as a freshman,
Vanderhoff has shown she has
great court vision, standing
second on the team after seven
games with 20 assists. All of
this is pretty impressive, especially for a girl whose journey
to starting as a Division I point
guard was highly irregular.
“I started playing in fourth
grade, but I actually always
wanted to play soccer,” Vanderhoff said. “And then as I
got into middle school / high
school, it just changed to basketball. I still played soccer, but
basketball just became my passion and I wanted to play it in
college.”
Her time as a multi-sport athlete in middle school and high
school has allowed Vanderhoff
to be the versatile player she
is on the court. The freshman
plays multiple guard roles for
coach Cindy Blodgett.
The transition from soccer to
basketball pales in comparison,
however, to the fact that the
high school standout from Lancaster Mennonite High almost
never got a shot. When UMaine
decided to offer a scholarship to
the versatile player, it only took
Vanderhoff one visit to make
her decision.
“It was between Maine and
a Division III school, and then
I came up here for a visit and
it just feels right, when you just
know.”
Vanderhoff’s abilities and
effort earned her a shot at the
next level, but they didn’t come
without a caveat. In addition to
adjusting to her first semester
of college, the freshman would
have to learn a whole new position.
When having her meeting
with Blodgett, it was made
clear she wanted Vanderhoff to
switch her role on the floor.
Vanderhoff, predominantly
a shooting guard and small

Basketball
from Page B6

The teams traded baskets
throughout the period, with
neither team able to establish
a scoring run. Freshman guard
Katelyn Vanderhoff hit a tough
shot between two defenders at
the buzzer to send the teams into
the half knotted up at 26-26.
The pace didn’t change in
the second half, as the teams
battled especially hard on the
boards and matched up well on
defense. UMaine capitalized on
second chances, scoring several
times on putbacks. The Black
Bears would finish with 18 second-chance points. The defensive intensity remained high for
both teams throughout the half,
and the game was ultimately decided by a miraculous last shot.
When a shot clock violation
against UMaine gave the Blue
Hens the ball back with just
over 11 seconds to play in the
game, it was clear they were

Seth Poplaski • The Maine Campus

Katelyn Vanderhoff holds off a Holy Cross defender in a game earlier this year. The freshman guard
has made the transition to point guard and is second on the team in assists.

forward combo in high school,
would have to become the court
general for a Division I program.
“Well I wasn’t really expecting to play point guard at first,
but once coach told me it made
sense to me,” she said.
The new recruit had some
experience in bringing the ball
up but never played the position in high school. As a result,
Vanderhoff would have to rely
on her natural court vision and
athletic inclination in order to
succeed in her new role.
“I feel like it’s something
I’m natural at,” she said. “Being able to see things and also
just learning the plays and having to know that takes time to
learn all of that.”
Perhaps the key to Vanderhoff’s quick transition to a successful point guard comes as a
result of acknowledging that
it takes time and is an intense
process transitioning to a new
position in a new setting. Fortunately for her, she finds it fascinating.
“It’s interesting, it’s something I like to do, and it’s interesting just to see how everything works together, and the
makeup of each play,” she said.

In addition to Coach
Blodgett, Vanderhoff has been
welcomed by her teammates,
who have helped to show her
the ropes. She has become especially close with senior guard
Amanda Tewksbury.
“I would say the person I’m
closest to is Amanda. She’s just
really shown me and helped me
a lot in a lot of different areas of
college life basketball. But also
Katia [Bratishko] and [Kristin]
Baker, they’re all still there, in
different ways.”
In addition to the study of
the game, however, there is
time for some socialization.
“It’s a lot of fun. Our team
is great. [There’s] never a dull
moment on the team … something funny happens all the
time.”
The normally soft-spoken
Vanderhoff admitted that she
occasionally gets in on the action.
“I’m kind of the quieter one,
but I have my moments. They
would say I’d be really shy,
compared to them. We have a
lot of very outspoken people on
our team.”
In addition to her team family, Vanderhoff also found her
biological family supportive of

her committing to Maine, nearly a 10-and-a-half hour drive
from home.
“Luckily, my family likes
to travel a lot so they were fine
with it. I have a brother who
goes to Boise State, and so they
were fine. They liked that I got
out of the area a little bit, and it
gives them an excuse to travel
… up here … a lot,” she joked.
“They’ve been up to, like, almost every [home game].”
The freshman is undecided
on her major but seems to be
adapting well to college life,
both on and off the court, and
perhaps most tellingly, appears
to be having fun doing it.
“It’s been great so far. I feel
like our team has a lot of potential, I think we’re going to have
a good season, and it’s just been
a great experience, being able to
play Division I basketball, ‘living the dream’… so it’s been
pretty cool.”
Though never the likeliest
to become a rising star in Division I basketball, “Vandy” got
her shot, and as she often does
on the floor, she made the most
of it. Fortunately for UMaine
fans, they’ll get to see her keep
on taking them for years to
come.

going to try and get the ball to
Delle Donne for one last shot.
Delaware sprinted the ball
past half court and called timeout. On the ensuing sideline-outof-bounds play, the ball found
its way, unsurprisingly, into the
hands of Delle Donne. Looking
to go to the hoop, she dribbled
the ball to the top of the key,
but was well defended by senior guard Kristin Baker. Delle
Donne then drove left, turning
the corner into traffic and putting up a mid-range jumper over
Baker’s head. Her shot found
the bottom of the net with 1.1
seconds showing on the clock.
Vanderhoff’s
desperation
heave was no good, and the
Blue Hens escaped Alfond Arena with a 52-50 win.
Delle Donne finished the
night with 26 points, 12 rebounds and two blocks.
There was no question in
anyone’s mind, however, which
of those 26 points was the biggest.

When asked about the climactic last play, Delaware
coach Tina Martin described it
as a player utilizing her advantages.
“I thought Maine defended it
very well, it’s just, Elena’s sixfive, she’s going to shoot over
people,” she said.
Blodgett referred to it as
simply, “a great player making
a great play.”
Though UMaine played inspired defense throughout the
night, the game was defined
by missed opportunities on offense. The Black Bears were
unable to convert on a number
of open shots throughout the
night.
“We don’t have a 25-point
scorer, so when we get open
looks, we’ve got to knock them
down,” Blodgett said.
Three-point shooting is also
becoming a liability as of late
for UMaine. The Black Bears
finished the game shooting 1for-18 from beyond the arc and

are now shooting under 20 percent on the season from long
range.
Senior forward Katia Bratishko, who poured in a career-high
14 points and added four rebounds in 27 minutes off the
bench, led the Black Bears on
the night. Senior guard Amanda
Tewksbury turned in a solid
performance, tallying a doubledouble — scoring 13 points and
collecting 12 boards. Kristin
Baker led the team in distribution, tallying nine assists.
The Black Bears have had
a flair for the dramatic in their
home campaigns this season,
with all of their matches at Alfond Arena being decided by
five points or less.
With the loss, UMaine falls
to 2-5 on the season, while
Delaware improves to 4-3. The
Black Bears will look to get
back on the winning track and
earn their first road win of the
season Dec. 12 at noon when
they travel to face Quinnipiac.

Crossword
Solution
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Kiffin’s actions raise questions
Am I the only person who
has figured out Lane Kiffin is
a conniving weasel? The man
has been
surrounded
by controversy ever
since he
established
himself in
the football
world, and
that is the
By Mike Brusko
case once
again.
The
University of Tennessee football team has had at least six
secondary NCAA violations
since Kiffin took over as its
head coach. It has barely been
a full calendar year since he
was hired.
The latest accusations are
that the Volunteers sent “hostesses” to high school football
games in order to lure recruits
to commit to Tennessee. According to a report from Marcus Lattimore, a target of the
hostesses, the girls were “real
pretty, real nice and just real
cool … I haven’t seen other
schools do that. It’s crazy.”
But this investigation
merely scratches the surface

of Kiffin’s ongoing list of
antics. In 2007, at age 31, Kiffin became the youngest head
coach in NFL history when he
took the reigns of the Oakland
Raiders. After one season,
his rocky relationship with
owner Al Davis became public
knowledge.
First it was reported Davis
had drafted a letter of resignation for Kiffin, but Kiffin
refused to sign it. Davis later
fired Kiffin over the telephone,
four weeks into his second
season as an NFL head coach.
At the news conference announcing the firing, Davis
referred to Kiffin as a “flat-out
liar” and remarked that he was
guilty of “bringing disgrace to
the organization.”
I would be remiss to not
acknowledge that Davis has
also been the focus of much
scrutiny since he has been an
NFL owner. If Kiffin had not
continued to bring questions
upon himself, I may have let
him off the hook for his soap
opera with the Raiders.
On Dec. 1, 2008, Kiffin was
announced as the head coach
for the University of Tennessee. Two months later, at a
breakfast full of his program’s

boosters, Kiffin publicly called
out University of Florida
head coach Urban Meyer for
recruiting violations.
Kiffin stated one of his
recruits was bombarded with
phone calls from Meyer while
he was visiting UT’s campus.
“Just so you know, you can’t
call a recruit on another campus. But I love the fact that
Urban had to cheat and still
didn’t get him,” Kiffin said.
No big deal, right? Wrong.
There was nothing illegal
about what Meyer did and,
ironically enough, Kiffin was
violating SEC rules by making
the allegations.
I’m not going to get into his
degrading remarks about one
of the high schools he visited
while recruiting one player. Or
the cheap shot he took at the
University of South Carolina, telling a player that if he
became a Gamecock, he would
end up pumping gas like
everyone else who goes there.
The list of arrogant, classless
acts that Kiffin has committed
goes on and on.
It’s only a matter of time
before Kiffin’s luck runs out
and he ends up pumping gas
for a living.

Indoor Track

“I’ve learned a great deal over
the past three years,” Howatt said.
“I think all of my experiences go
into making me a more effective
runner, but I think this year I’m
going to carry a level of patience
that I haven’t in the past.”
The women’s team will introduce several underclassmen
as well, and after the introduction of potent scoring threats like
Conner, Katherine McGeoghan,
Jesse Labreck and Shaniqua
Burgess last year, Howatt is eager to see what the rookies can
contribute.
“As older athletes, we’ve
shared our ups and downs with
them in hopes that we can help
them from making the same mistakes we did,” Howatt said. “We
have a very talented group of
freshman and I am excited to see
them perform.”
Seniors Vanessa Letourneau

and Jordan Daniel, both coming
off a solid cross country season,
should also fill leadership roles
nicely. Letourneau ran the anchor
leg of the 4x800-meter relay team
at last year’s conference meet and
turned in strong individual performances at 800-meters throughout
the season. Daniel’s time improvement during the cross country season should help her to become a factor in the 5,000-meter
run, the race she focused on for
most of last season.
Field athletes like senior jumper Tanya Simard, a consistent
presence in both long and triple
jump, will add to the Black Bear
women’s depth as well.
Competition begins at home as
the Black Bears host the University of New Hampshire Wildcats
for a dual meet. The meet begins
Friday at 4 p.m. and will resume
Saturday at noon.
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Vicki Tolton to graduation. Last
year, Tolton was nearly perfect
in the 400-meter dash on her
way to capturing the America
East and Eastern College Athletic Conference championships
in the event.
The sprint crew will instead
look to senior Allyson Howatt for
experience and leadership in the
short races. Despite saying she
was “disappointed in [her] individual performances” last season,
Howatt has performed at a high
level in the past, being named
Most Outstanding Performer at
the outdoor conference meet in
2008, and says she is ready to
put up personal bests — and perhaps school records — in several
events.
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Coach’s Corner
with Tim Whitehead
Three keys to success
against Northeastern
1. Continue to focus on playing great team
defense.
2. Continue to improve on the special-teams.
3. Leave it all out on the ice — this is our last
game before the break, so we want to make
sure that we step on the ice prepared to outwork
Northeastern on every shift.
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Women’s Basketball

Vanderhoff shining
in backcourt
Freshman making
transition to point guard

Scoreboard

Women’s Basketball 50 52 Delaware
Men’s Basketball-UMBC 42 58 Penn State
St. Francis (N .Y.) 63 60 Hartford

Fordham 93 77 Stony Brook
Penn 60 78 Albany
Celtics 98 89 Bucks

“Everyone knew they were going to make an impact, but not this much.”

mainecampus.com
Column

Kiffin brings negative
light to coaching
Infractions, problems highlight
young coach’s career

-Sophomore Ryan Hegarty on the promising freshmen class
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Masters, Conner
Delle Donne bucket sinks UM
Former top recruit hits game-winner with 1.1 seconds left in Delaware victory
anchor indoor teams
By Dillon Bates

By Derek McKinley
Staff Reporter

The preseason polls for the
America East conference are in,
and the University of Maine’s
indoor track and field season is
about to get under way.
The men’s team, spearheaded
by last season’s Most Outstanding Rookie Riley Masters, has
been pegged sixth in the poll, up
one spot from last year. The team
finished sixth at the conference
meet in February of this year.
Masters is coming off a knee
injury that forced him to miss the
cross-country championships, but
all signs point to another solid indoor campaign for him.
“Right now my goal is to begin
things where I left off last year,”
Masters said. “Not running cross
took a toll on me mentally, but I
am back in shape and I think I am
ready to run some good times.”
“My knee has never felt better.
I feel like I’m back to the same
runner I used to be,” he said.
Veteran distance runner Corey
Bean, one of the team’s four captains, is currently dealing with a
knee issue of his own. Bean has
been diagnosed with OsgoodSchlatter disease, which affects
the point where the patellar tendon meets the tibia. The disease
is three times more likely in men
and five times more likely in athletes, but treatment options are
relatively simple. Bean has slowly resumed running again.
“I’m actually not transitioning
very well from cross-country to
indoor,” he said. “I’ve just started
running again the past couple of
days, and it’s doing better, but I
only ran two miles today and yesterday.”
The University of Albany
men’s team set a conference scoring record last season with 211
points and are the heavy favorite

For The Maine Campus

this season, earning eight possible first place votes, as coaches
are unable to vote for their own
team. Albany has won the conference championship for the last
four years.
The men’s team may be somewhat lacking in experience, as
they field a young team. Of the 33
athletes listed on their Web site,
22 of them are underclassmen
— 15 freshmen — compared to
11 upperclassmen, six of whom
are seniors.
“The youth of the team is
mostly just encouraging, because
it shows how much of a future the
program has,” Bean said. “They
all have a lot of potential, and it’ll
be interesting to see how they develop. They’re a great group of
guys to train with because they’re
all very motivated.”
The women’s team, led by
recently crowned cross-country
champion Corey Conner, has
been picked fourth — the same
spot they were expected to finish
last year, though they ended up
fifth. The women of Boston University, coming off their fourth
consecutive conference championship, are expected to repeat,
earning six out of eight possible
first place votes.
Conner’s first indoor season
was also spectacular, as she qualified for ECAC’s in the 1,500-meter run, finishing 10th. In light of
her recent success, Conner hasn’t
concerned herself at all with
thoughts of a sophomore slump.
“I’m not really worried about
a slump, only because I enjoy
running and being with the team,”
she said. “As long as you keep
that in mind and have fun with
running and your events, a slump
shouldn’t come your way.”
The women’s team will have
to deal with the loss of sprinter

There’s a reason why Elena
Delle Donne is a former Naismith National High School
Player of the Year and was coveted by every major women’s
basketball team.
On Tuesday night, the former
University of Connecticut recruit
and now Delaware star, buried a
10-footer from the left wing with
1.1 seconds to go and failed the
University of Maine women’s
basketball team’s hopes of a second consecutive home win.
Heading into the game, the
six-foot-five-inch Delle Donne was a focal point for coach
Cindy Blodgett and that answer came in the form of team
defense. Blodgett emphasized
communication and help on
defense, as well as a focus on
locking down all of the other
Delaware players besides Della
Donne in an effort to slow the
Blue Hens attack.
The matchup with Della
Donne fell primarily on the
shoulders of sophomore forward Samantha Wheeler, who
despite giving up significant
size to her opponent, never
shied away from being physical and played fantastic defense
on the Delaware post player all
night before fouling out late in
the second half.
Coach Blodgett commended
Wheeler’s effort, saying, “Samantha is one of our hardest
workers, and what you saw out
there, what you see in games,
is how she is in practice everyday.”
Samantha Baranowski also
did an admirable job on Della
Donne coming off the bench.
The first half proved to be
a back and forth slugfest that
showcased physical defense.

See Indoor Track on B5

See Basketball on B4
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Amanda Tewksbury drives to the hoop in Tuesday’s game against Delaware. Tewksbury had 13
points and 12 rebounds, but that wasn’t enough to overcome the Blue Hens.

Depth, freshmen class key to Black Bear resurgence
By Steven McCarthy
Staff Reporter

It took the entire first month of the
season for the University of Maine
men’s hockey team to find its identity, but the Black Bears are finally
hitting their stride.
UMaine’s record (8-7-1) is above
.500 for the first time this season, and
the Black Bears will look to extend
their winning streak to five games
this weekend when they host Northeastern University on Saturday at 7
p.m. in the final game before the holiday break.
The fall semester’s end marks the
midway point of the season, and the
Black Bears’ confidence level is high
after recovering from a 1-5-0 start.
They have gone 7-2-1 since their Oct.
30 win against No. 10 University of
Vermont, and four of UMaine’s wins
have come against nationally-ranked
opponents. The Black Bears rank
third in the Hockey East Conference
behind the University of New Hampshire and Boston College.
“I think a little bit of the shadow
of last year came over this year, and
we didn’t get out of the gate like we
wanted to,” UMaine sophomore defenseman Ryan Hegarty said. “I think
we handled it well. We just took the
bull by the horns and said ‘Let’s
just win, we’ve got nothing to lose
now.’”
The Black Bears will make their
annual appearance in the Florida College Classic in Estero, Fla., Dec. 2930, but must first settle the season series with Northeastern. UMaine won
the first game in Boston 6-2 Nov. 13
but dropped the weekend finale 5-2.
The Black Bears are receiving eight
votes in the latest USCHO.com National Poll, and a win on Saturday
would better their chances of breaking into the top-20 for the first time
this year.
“These two points are really important for us,” Hegarty said. “What
team works the hardest and what team
comes most prepared, I think is going
to come out with the victory.”
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Two UMaine players fight for the puck in Friday night’s game against Providence College. The Black Bears swept the weekend series and are riding a four-game winning streak heading into Saturday’s game against Northeastern.

Multiple Black Bears have received recognition from Hockey East
in recent weeks. Sophomore goaltender Scott Darling is the reigning
Defensive Player of the Week for a
second straight week. This week he
shares the honor with University of
New Hampshire goalie Brian Foster. Junior center and captain Tanner
House was the co-Player of the Week
after a four-goal weekend against the
University of Massachusetts-Lowell
and St. Lawrence University on Nov.
27-28. Freshman winger Adam Shemansky was the co-Rookie of the
Week after scoring a pair of goals in
the win against Vermont.
Improved defensive play has facilitated more opportunities on offense for the Black Bears, who are
averaging more than a goal more
per game than at this point last year.
Their penalty kill struggled early in

the campaign, but survived 12 of 13
Providence College power plays last
weekend.
“We’ve had certain games where
we’ve done well on our penalty kill,”
Whitehead said. “But that was perhaps our most solid back-to-back
nights.”
Sat. Dec. 12
UMaine vs.
Northeastern
7:00 p.m.
Alfond Arena

UMaine has the top special teams
net statistic in Hockey East, due for
the most part to their efficient power
play, which is capitalizing on 26.5
percent of its opportunities. The power play ranks fifth in the nation.
“We’re just working on getting
to the net and generating offense,”

Hegarty said.
Darling is the backbone of
UMaine’s defense corps. He has
allowed just one goal in each of
UMaine’s four consecutive wins
leading up to this weekend. He is 83-1 with a 2.59 goals-against average
and a .909 save percentage.
“We just work from him out,” junior defenseman Josh Van Dyk said.
“He plays solid and gives us confidence, then the defense plays solid
and it allows the forwards to do their
thing up front.”
Four UMaine defensemen — Mark
Nemec, Mike Banwell, Brett Carriere
and Nick Pryor — have missed time
due to injury, but the Black Bears’
depth at the position has allowed
them to avoid a drop-off. During the
UMass-Lowell / St. Lawrence weekend, the Black Bears were down to
the final skater on their depth chart.

Banwell remains inactive with a knee
injury.
“We’re confident with anybody
in the lineup,” Van Dyk said. “Our
depth is key because it keeps everybody fighting for spots.”
Forwards House, Robby Dee, Kyle
Solomon, Kevin Swallow and David
deKastrozza have also suffered early-season injuries. Dee missed last
Saturday’s game against Providence
with a shoulder injury and will sit out
Saturday’s game before an anticipated return for the Florida tournament.
House has centered UMaine’s first
line since his return from a leg injury
and is flanked by sophomores Brian
Flynn and Gustav Nyquist. The three
are UMaine’s top three scorers. Nyquist (11 goals-13 assists-24 points)
is tied for second in the nation in
scoring and has scored a point in six
consecutive games.
“I have not seen a better forward
that we’ve played against yet this
year,” Whitehead said of Nyquist.
House, Dee and sophomore forward Spencer Abbott are critical parts
of UMaine’s forechecking strategy of
“Third Man High”. While the other
two forwards battle for the puck deep
in the offensive zone, the third man
remains high in the slot to disrupt
odd-man rushes on turnovers as well
as provide a presence in front of the
net to clean up rebounded shots.
“It allows the defense to play more
confident, and they can step up sooner at the blue line,” Van Dyk said. “It
allows for more turnovers in the neutral zone because they have to make a
play to beat a guy one-on-one.”
Shemansky is one of several freshmen to make an immediate contribution to the Black Bears’ lineup. His
12 points leads UMaine freshmen
and five power play goals are most
on the team. Whitehead feels forward
Matt Mangene’s defensive ability in
addition to offensive skill makes him
the best-rounded of the freshmen.
Mike Cornell has been a consistent
blueliner along with redshirt Nemec,
See Men’s Hockey on B4

